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Subject Overview Intent Implementation Impact 

OUR AIMS 

• That children access a broad and 
balanced curriculum that gives 
them the broad range of 
knowledge and skills needed for 
good progress through school 
and life 

• Quality and consistency in 
teaching and learning so that 
every child makes good progress 
and no child gets left behind 

• Close partnership working 
between practitioners and with 
parents and/or carers 

• Every child is included and 
supported through equality of 
opportunity and anti-
discriminatory practice 

The Nidd Wharfe Federation provides a 

high-quality EYFS education giving 

children a secure and confident start to 

their school life. We are committed to 

nurturing a lifelong love of learning 

alongside the aims of the EYFS Statutory 

Framework. We strive for high standards, 

consider the development of the whole 

child, and seek to foster resilience and 

independence. We are inclusive and 

welcoming to all. Christian values are 

embedded in Goldsborough C of E and 

Sicklinghall values the community and the 

teaching of all faiths. We aim to provide 

the essential knowledge that children 

need to prepare them for their future 

success and to give children the best 

possible start to their early education. 

 

• To deliver a broad, balanced, well-planned 
and sequenced program to ensure statutory 
coverage and beyond that builds on what 
the children already know and want to learn 
about. 

• To provide effective teaching and learning 
experiences within a mixed age class 
through cross curricular/multi area links 
when appropriate. 

• To work in partnership with parents and 
carers to encourage independent, happy 
learners who thrive in school and reach their 
full potential from their various starting 
points, ensuring that parents play a full and 
active part in the education of their children. 

• To provide a high-quality EYFS education in 
an atmosphere in which the child feels 
secure, valued, happy and confident, giving 
children a secure and confident start to their 
school life 

• To be inclusive and welcoming to all and 
aim to reduce disadvantage. 

• To provide a curriculum that broaden minds 
and children’s outlook on life and provides 
experiences of awe and wonder through 
first-hand experiences, play and talk. 

• To develop knowledge and understanding of 
the community and wider world. 

• To understand and follow children’s 
interests and provide opportunities 
throughout our EYFS curriculum to support 
learning, consolidate and deepen 
knowledge and ensure children meet their 
next steps. 

• To create safe indoor and outdoor 
environments which support learning. 

• To prepare all children to reach the Early 
Learning Goals at the end of the Foundation 
Stage and ensure children make good 
progress from their starting points. 

 

• We plan sequenced lessons alongside the KS1 national 
curriculum using themes topics, a book focus or cross links 
across many EYFS areas whilst taking account of the 
children’s interests alongside. We follow the White Rose and 
NCETM mathematics schemes to build on children’s 
mathematical knowledge in a structured way. 

• We keep parents informed and we meet regularly with parents 
and carers to ensure children’s transition into school and 
through the EYFS is happy and allows them to reach their 
potential with the support needed.  This includes using online 
journals, the use of home schoolbooks, regular meetings and 
newsletters. 

• We have a curriculum that is child-centred and that is based 
upon wow experiences and topics which engage the 
children.  We encourage active learning to ensure the children 
are motivated and interested.  We take time to get to know 
children’s interests and their likes to support learning.   

• All areas of the EYFS curriculum are followed and planned for 
to ensure there is a broad, balanced and progressive learning 
environment and curriculum.  The children will learn new skills, 
acquire new knowledge and demonstrate understanding 
through the seven areas in the EYFS curriculum. 

• These 7 areas are used to plan children’s learning and 
activities. Planning for this curriculum is designed to be flexible 
so that a child’s unique needs and interests are 
supported.  Visitors, wow moments, exciting lessons and 
resources are planned for to ensure that pupils experience a 
broader range of activities. 

• Daily guided activities are set up and planned that cover 
different areas of the EYFS curriculum and allow children to 
develop their next steps in learning.  Areas of need and next 
steps are identified for all children to ensure good progress is 
made.  There are also a range of stimulating and engaging 
activities which the children can access independently and a 
variety of opportunities for child-initiated play.  In planning and 
guiding children’s activities we reflect on the different ways 
that children learn and reflect these in our practice. 

•  We ensure activities support the Characteristics of Effective 
Learning to ensure learning takes place.  

• Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being 
active, and through creative and critical thinking which takes 
place both indoors and outside.  Our outdoor areas are used 
all year round and in most weather conditions. 

• Staff in the EYFS make regular observations of the children’s 
learning to ensure their next steps are met. These are 

• We strive to ensure that our 
children’s progress across the 
EYFS curriculum is good from their 
varied starting points. We also 
strive for children to reach the 
Early Learning Goals at the end of 
Reception and to be near National 
expectations. 

• Evidence on Seesaw supports all 
areas of the EYFS curriculum. 

• Class teachers use observations 
to make formative assessments 
which inform future planning and 
ensure that all children build on 
their current knowledge and skills 
at a good pace. 

• Summative assessment compares 
children’s attainment to age 
related expectations using month 
bands in the Development Matters. 
 This is tracked to ensure rates of 
progress are at least good for all 
children, including vulnerable 
groups such as those with SEND 
or who are disadvantaged. 

• Assessment judgements are 
moderated both in school and 
externally with local schools. 
Experienced staff undertake 
moderator training through the LA 
which helps validate school 
judgements. 
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collected on Seesaw.  We regularly assess where the children 
are using the Development Matters and then ensure our 
planning, adult interaction and learning environment support 
children to reach their next steps. 

 

Children will be encouraged to: 
 
• Develop their personal, social, and emotional well-being, providing opportunities for each child to become a valued member of the group. 
• Develop their independence. 
• Develop their social skills so that they can co-operate with, and listen to, each other. 
• Develop their language and communication skills, enabling them to communicate in a variety of different situations and to extend their vocabulary and listening 
skills. 
• Develop their attention skills and persistence, in particular the capacity to concentrate on their own, or group tasks.  
• Be healthy individuals who can take care of their own health and hygiene. 
• Develop their knowledge and understanding within each of the seven areas of learning and development within the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
• Develop the characteristics for effective learning. 
 
Personal Development 
 
To support children’s skills in the prime area of PSED, we aim to promote an understanding of people, different cultures and communities beyond their own. Through PSHE 
lessons and learning opportunities we teach the language of feelings to develop emotional literacy and support emotional security through regular circle time sessions, 
discussions, modelled behaviour, and provision of a safe learning environment. By focusing on the characteristics of effective learning, we strive to promote resilience, 
motivation and appropriate risk taking and problem solving. This supports the child’s independence and builds on key skills that they will need throughout their life. 
At the Goldsborough Sicklinghall Federation, we teach children about how to keep themselves healthy through good hygiene, healthy eating, exercise and being kind to 
others. Children are taught about how to keep themselves safe online, in the home, and how to behave around things that may be harmful to their health. We have visitors 
from the community such as: the fire brigade, the local GP,dentist/dental nurse or the NSPCC to talk to use about these issues. 
Oral Health is included in the EYFS framework 
It is imperative that good oral health habits need to be formed from the earliest age.  
To support children with oral health, we plan activities such as playing with dolls or soft toys and brushing their teeth, reading stories about teeth and smiles, talking about 
healthy food and drinks that help to grow strong teeth, and those that do not and encouraging them to look at their own and each other’s teeth, using mirrors. We talk about 
tooth brushing with fluoride toothpaste and give parents and carers knowledge and practical advice to support oral health at home. We also arrange with our local dentists 
for them to visit, during the visit we provide toothbrushing kits and show toothbrushing routines. 
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/safeguarding-and-welfare/oral-health 
Cultural Capital 

While the national curriculum does not apply to early years provision, we believe that the phrase is equally applicable. Cultural capital is the essential knowledge that children 

need to be educated citizens. Cultural capital is the essential knowledge that children need to prepare them for future success. Some children arrive at an early years setting 

with different experiences from others, in their learning and play. The  Nidd Wharfe Federation, through its curriculum and interactions, ensures that children experience the 

awe and wonder of the world in which they live, through the seven areas of learning.  

 

 To do this we plan our curriculum so that it can: 

o Broaden minds and children’s outlook on life   
o Provide experiences of awe and wonder  
o Reduce disadvantage  
o Consider children’s backgrounds and experiences  

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/safeguarding-and-welfare/oral-health
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o Develop knowledge and understanding of the community and wider world. 
 

Inclusion and Equal Opportunities 

We have a responsibility to ensure positive attitudes to diversity and difference.   

We support each child’s needs by:  

• removing or helping to overcome barriers where these already exist 

• being alert to the early signs of needs that could later lead to difficulties and responding quickly and appropriately, involving other agencies as required 

• stretching and challenging all children 
Staff are organised to support the children in a balance of adult-led and child-initiated experiences throughout the sessions and the EYFS children have free flow access to 
outdoor learning and provision. The experienced teams plan a variety of exciting learning opportunities each day as well as responding to unplanned themes or topics that 
interest the children.  
Children will have access to a range of resources to include: 

• A well-equipped classroom with opportunities for independent learning to promote each of the seven learning and development areas of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. 

• A wide variety of activities including sand, water, large and small-scale construction, malleable play, role-play, mark-making, small-world play, technology, information 
technology, painting, collage, model-making, reading, maths and investigation. 

• A safe and secure outdoor learning environment to complement and extend the learning that takes place within the classroom and further support children’s physical 
development. 

• Teacher-produced resources. 

• Computers, interactive smart boards. 

• Practical apparatus. 
 

The ‘Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning’ underpin learning and development across all areas and support the child to remain an effective and motivated 

learner.  

 The Characteristics of Learning are:  

• Playing and exploring-engagement 

• Active learning-motivation 

• Creating and thinking critically 
We strive for our children to develop effective characteristics of learning which will enable them to become learners for life. Children will play and explore their environment 

showing engagement by:  

• finding out and exploring  

• play with what they know  

• be willing to ‘have a go’  

 

Children will be active learners, showing motivation by:  

• being involved and concentrating  

• keeping on trying  

• enjoying achieving what they set out to do  

 

Children will be creators and think critically by:  
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• having their own ideas 

• making links  

• choosing ways to do things  

 

As adults we support our children by:  

• fostering a desire to learn by nurturing active questioning and an awareness of the world around them.  

• encouraging children to express their thoughts and ideas in a variety of situations.  

• helping children to become competent speakers and listeners.  

• developing confidence by praising success and encouraging effort.  

• learning through play and experience learning first hand.  

 

Planning  

The Nidd Wharfe Federation curriculum for the Foundation Stage follows the guidance set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage. Our children's learning experiences 

enable them to develop competency and skill across a number of learning areas. The Early Learning Goals form part of the National Curriculum and are in line with the 

objectives stated in the Primary Framework for Literacy and Mathematics. The children’s interests inform planning for both groups and individuals. Our medium-term planning 

is completed half-termly which identifies the intended learning for children working towards the Early Learning Goals.  

 

Our planning focuses on the children’s needs, their interests, and their stages of development. We seek opportunities to make links between the areas of learning and plan 

next steps accordingly. As some classes are mixed age, we follow themes or topics that link in with the Year One curriculum. This planning successfully embeds the EYFS 

curriculum in an exciting and age-appropriate way whilst giving EYFS children a taste of some foundation subjects before they transition into Year One.  

We deliver the curriculum through planned, purposeful play as well as adult-directed learning to enable the children to build on what they already know. In class the children 

may be taught as a whole class, in their year groups, in small groups or individuals to ensure that all children are progressing from their own individual starting point. 

Teachers will: 

• Aim to develop the personal, social, and emotional well-being of the children, providing opportunities for each child to become a valued member of the group. 

• Plan differentiated and challenging learning opportunities that reflect upon children’s prior knowledge, understanding and skills. 

• Ensure opportunities for cross-curricular learning are considered and applied where possible. 

• Develop positive attitudes and dispositions towards learning, in particular enthusiasm for learning. 

• Assess pupils regularly and record progress using Seesaw, observations, and teacher assessment. 

• Use assessment information together with information gathered from parents to inform future planning. 

• Involve parents in their child’s learning and development, through regular meetings, discussions, Seesaw comments 

• Ensure the classroom is safe and secure, provides opportunities for stimulating and purposeful learning to take place. 

• Ensure that our learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, encourages a positive attitude to learning.  

• Plan for our indoor spaces so that children can independently access a variety of resources and an appropriate range of activities are provided. The outdoor space is 
planned to give children opportunities for doing things in different ways on different scales. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the community that the 
children come from and the wider world.  
 

Where a child may have a special educational need or disability, staff consider whether specialist support is required, linking with the SENCO and where appropriate, relevant 

services from other agencies.  
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In planning and guiding children’s activities, staff reflect on the different ways that children learn and include these in their practice.  

 

 

 

Teaching 

We encourage the children to guide us in shaping their learning experiences. The team discuss with the children about what they are interested in and which skills they would 

like to develop further. Children are encouraged to bring books and resources that interest them into school to share with their peers. In addition, we use parent observations 

on SeeSaw to learn more about the children’s likes and dislikes. We develop children’s curiosity and encourage inquisitiveness and a hunger for learning and find ways to 

answer the children’s many questions. 

We provide a challenging, exciting, and attractive learning environment that offers high-quality opportunities for the children to learn through play within the classroom and 

outside.  The classes have continuous provision that is designed to offer practical, open-ended learning opportunities where children are enabled to think creatively and 

imaginatively. The children are supported to explore how resources can be adapted and use their skills in a variety of contexts. We develop problem-solving skills through 

open-ended tasks and encourage children to share their thinking with others.    

The Foundation Stage children are taught in whole group and small group sessions, which increase in frequency and duration as they progress through the EYFS.  The day 

consists of daily phonic sessions, Mathematics and Literacy. The teaching is based around the seven areas of learning specified in the Early Years Foundation Stage 

document.  

The curriculum is delivered using a play-based approach as outlined by the EYFS – allowing a balance between children having time and space to engage in their own child-

initiated activities and those that are planned by the adults. During children’s play, early years practitioners interact to stretch and challenge children further. Through this 

curriculum the children will be well-equipped to make a smooth transition into the Key Stage One curriculum from the Foundation Stage. 

In the teaching sessions teachers will: 

• Share clear learning objectives with the children. 

• Refer to prior teaching and learning. 

• Maintain good pace and use effective questioning. 

• Use stimulating and high-quality resources. 

• Engage pupils in challenging differentiated activities using a range of resources. 

• Use published materials and the Early Years Foundation Stage document to support their teaching.  

• In addition to these areas of learning. 
Learning through play underpins our approach to teaching and learning in the foundation stage. We embrace the fact that young children learn best from activities and 

experiences that interest and inspire them to learn. Therefore, we follow the Early Excellence pedagogy and we have environments that provide continuous provision. Each 

learning area has cross-curricular resources, which children can access independently throughout the day. The classroom and outdoor area are also set up with areas of 

learning, offering continuous provision to build upon and deepen experiences and learning from Nursery. Continuous provision provides children with stimulating, active play 

to encourage creative and critical thinking alongside other children, as well as on their own. Children are able to practice skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and 

experiences at their own level and pace. Play gives our children the opportunity to pursue their own interest, inspire those around them and consolidate their understanding 

and skills. The children learn to adapt, negotiate, communicate, discuss, investigate and ask questions. Our adults take an active role in child-initiated play through observing, 

modelling and questioning. They teach and extend play whilst developing skills and language. We understand that outdoor play is of equal importance as indoor play and 

that the outdoor classroom offers children ‘bigger’, ‘louder’ and ‘messier’ experiences. We therefore aim to offer free flow access to our outdoor learning areas throughout the 

school day. 

We ensure that there is a balance between adult led and child-initiated activities across the day. We believe that even during child-initiated activities the adults’ role and 

interaction with the children is essential as this helps to build the children’s understanding and so guides new learning. The role of the adult is to continually model, demonstrate 
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and question what the children are doing, either through participation in the children’s game or encouraging the children to participate or complete a task with the adult. The 

children are taught through a number of different strategies that are both Early Years based as well as direct teaching and other more investigative project-based learning 

approaches. 

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Practitioners respond 

to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction. 

As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready 

for year 1. 

Vocabulary 

In EYFS, supporting children’s communication and language is a prime area. The EYFS team always strive to use language effectively, engaging in dialogue with children, 

watching, listening, and responding to children whilst modelling language well.  We read aloud and tell stories to children daily and use a book focus each week to engage 

the children in their spoken language and their use of storyteller language. We encourage children to sing songs, nursery rhymes many times a day and use songs to embed 

key knowledge and skills. The staff aim to encourage children to express their thoughts and use new words and encourage children to speculate and test ideas through trial 

and error. We model appropriate vocabulary acting as an excellent role model for children and encourage children to explore and solve problems either independently or with 

their peers. 

 

Assessment 
Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. It is an essential and important part of the Early Years for children’s learning and 

development. This involves practitioners observing children in a variety of opportunities to gain an understanding of each child’s level of understanding. This happens 

throughout any taught session as well as during free exploration times when children are embedding and extending any previous learning. These observations and 

assessments will then be used to shape and alter any future learning. The Federation team use a range of strategies to gather information about the children’s learning and 

development. The adults use observation as our main form of assessment, and ‘wow’ moments are recorded in a learning journal online. The children's learning is monitored 

and observed through photographs, notes & videos as well as recorded in books or files or on display in the classroom.  

The staff watch the children interacting through their play & learning and assess the children using non-statutory DfE guidance (Development Matters 2021) Birth 2 Five non-

statutory guidance or OPAL. We currently use SeeSaw to record work, videos and comments as well as using a class blog.  

There is also a system of moderation in place to ensure results are accurate. This is done by moderating between the Federated schools, within clusters of schools and at a 

county level sometimes with an external moderator. 

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are: 

• Meeting expected levels of development 

• Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 

Judgements against the Early Learning Goals (statutory framework) are based on observations, evidence in books and discussions with all staff involved with the child. 

The results of the Profile and a commentary on each child’s skills and abilities are shared with parents and carers via a report. After this, there is an opportunity to meet the 

class teacher to discuss the report. The EYFS profile results are reported to the local authority, who monitor and moderate the judgements made. 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Medium term and weekly plans are monitored by the Headteacher. This may or may not be requested. 

The Headteacher and the Early Years leader regularly observe the teaching of within the Early Years, providing verbal and written feedback.  Lesson observations findings 

are then used to determine whole school/class targets, update and validate the Early Years action plan and inform the coordinator of future INSET and staff meeting needs.  

INSET takes place on a regular basis for all teachers and support staff working within the Foundation Stage setting.  

 

Working with parents 
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We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. Parents and/or carers are kept up to 
date with their child’s progress and development. The progress check and EYFS profile helps to provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of their child’s 
knowledge, understanding and abilities. When Parents/carers and practitioners work together in reception, the results have a positive impact on the child’s development. A 
successful partnership needs to be a two-way flow of information, knowledge and expertise.  
We aim to develop this by outlining how the EYFS is being delivered to Parents/carers during the new parents meeting in July, to enable them to understand the value of 
supporting their child’s learning at home and how they can access more information. We operate an “open door” policy, whereby parents/carers can come and discuss 
concerns and developments in an informal manner, and also to view children’s work. 
The children have a SeeSaw account and parents are able to view work and information online. We also provide a weekly update on the school website and on the school 

Twitter page. We actively encourage and celebrate learning observations on SeeSaw that have been completed at home.  

Half termly curriculum newsletters are also sent home at the start of each term, to inform parents how they can support learning at home. 

Each child is assigned a key person who helps to ensure that their learning and care is tailored to meet their needs. The key person supports parents and/or carers in guiding 

their child’s development at home. The key person also helps families to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate. 

We encourage parent partnership through:  

• Showing respect and understanding for the role of the parent in the child’s education  

• Listening to accounts of their child’s development and any concerns they may have  

• Making parents feel welcome by being friendly, approachable and having an open-door policy  

• Maintaining an on-going dialogue  

• Meeting with parents of Reception children regularly to discuss progress  

• Inviting parents in to add entries to their child’s online Learning Journal, Seesaw 

• Encouraging parents to make use of the planners which is looked at daily by an EYFS staff member  

• Inviting parents in the school to share their specialised skills 

• Inviting parents to accompany staff on trips 

 

Community Links and the Wider World 

Over the year, we arrange visits from members of the local community to support our topic work. We also arrange trips within the local community. Film clips, non-fiction 

texts and artefacts are also used to introduce new concepts in real-life contexts.  We aim to develop the children’s awareness of other cultures by exploring different 

countries and celebrations through our weekly RE lessons. We have daily collective worships (occasionally with the Reverend at Admiral Long, Goldsborough or 

Sicklinghall) and visit the churches in the community. 

 


