Quality Observations

Succinct, focused, and real. No novels needed!
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Key Features of Effective Practice

Pedagogy: helping children to learn

Children are powerful learners. Every child can make progress in their learning, with the right

help.

Effective pedagogy is a mix of different approaches. Children learn through play, by adults

modelling, by observing each other, and through guided learning and direct teaching.

Practitioners carefully organise enabling environments for high-quality play. Sometimes, they

make time and space available for children to invent their own play. Sometimes, they join in to

sensitively support and extend children’s learning.

Children in the early years also learn through group work when practitioners guide their

learning.

Older children need more of this guided learning.

A well-planned learning environment, indoors and outside, is an important aspect of pedagogy.
Assessment: checking what children have learnt

Assessment is about noticing what children can do and what they know. It is not about lots of
data and evidence.

Effective assessment requires practitioners to understand child development.

Practitioners also need to be clear about what they want children to know and be able to do.
Accurate assessment can highlight whether a child has a special educational need and needs
extra help.

Before assessing children, it’s a good idea to think about whether the assessments will be
useful.

Assessment should not take practitioners away from the children for long periods of time.




