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The Christian / Human Values we are exploring this half term are: Peace and Thankfulness 
Our ‘Big Thinking’ SMSC Question for this half term are:  What moments in history can you discuss where communities 

have wanted peace or shown thankfulness? 
English/Phonics Maths 

 

• We will begin the term by learning about the 
features of a biography as we learn about the life of 
David Attenborough, Nelson Mandela and Greta 
Thurnberg.  

• The children will then write their own biography 
about their own inspirational person, focusing on 
using capital letters and full stops, adjectives and 
conjunctions. Bullet points will also be introduced to 
show how we can use this to record information in a list. 

 

• In Phonics we will be focusing on the recognition of the Phase 3 
GPC’s whilst also recapping the Phase 2 GPC’s. The children will 
be orally blending, reading and writing words that contain the 
taught GPC’s and reading and writing ‘tricky’ words from both 
Phase 2 and Phase 3. They will complete their learning by creating 
sentences that include both taught GPC’s and ‘tricky’ words.  

• This half term the children will begin an ‘addition and subtraction’ unit 
which will continue into Spring 2. They will also will work on fact families 
to 20 and then 100. They will be adding and subtracting 2-digit and 1-
digit numbers, crossing 10, then moving onto adding 3 1-digit numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• We will be also be recapping Place Value to consolidate the children’s 
knowledge of numbers to 100 and how to partition numbers to 100. Base 
10, Numicon and tens frames will be used to recap and expand their 
knowledge of representing numbers. 

How can I help?  

 
Ask your child about different text types and how their 
features are all different. To encourage your child to read a 
range of texts to help widen their knowledge of different 
genres.  

 
To encourage your child to read some of the Little Dreams, 
Big People’ books. They are biographical and will support 
your child in understanding the biographical style and the features used.  
 
 
 
 

How can I help?  
 
Practise counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s with 
your child. 
 
 
 

Homework 

Please see the links below for songs to help your 
child learn the 2,5- and 10-times table.  
 
https://youtu.be/PGHjzT4X080 - 2 times table 
 
https://youtu.be/KPffpuHYIhc - 5 times table 
 
https://youtu.be/zGxsCk2ppcI - 10 times table 

https://youtu.be/PGHjzT4X080
https://youtu.be/KPffpuHYIhc
https://youtu.be/zGxsCk2ppcI


Curriculum: Key Skills, Knowledge and Enrichment 
Topic – History Science – Everyday Materials P.E -  
Our focus is: Modern Culture and History 
 

 
Skills / Knowledge to be developed:    
We will begin by using our Chronological 
Understanding to place events since the 1950s 
on a time line.  Using our knowledge and 
understanding of the time period we will describe 
how people lived during these time periods and 
how they changed over time.   
 
For their Historical Enquiry focus, children will 
look at how technology, fashion, vehicles, schools, 
foods, children’s lives, music have changed  
 
Greater Depth Challenges: Children will be able 
to compare each decade since the 1950s with 
modern day Britain.  
  
Applied through:  
History/ English / Maths / IT 
 

Our focus is: Changing States 
 
Skills / knowledge to be developed:  
The children will compare and group materials 
together, according to whether they are solids, 
liquids or gases. 
 

They will also observe that some materials 
change state when they are heated or cooled. 
 
Working scientifically, they will gather, record, 
classify and present data, in a variety of ways to 
help in answering questions. 
Greater Depth Challenges:  
The children will apply their understanding of 
changing states to practical uses to deepen their 
knowledge.  
Applied through 
Classifying, observing, comparing, interpreting 
and recording. 

Our focus is:  Fundamental Movement Skills 
Indoors - Gymnastics 
 

Children will explore how to balance on one foot 
and adopt sequences to suit different types of 
apparatus and criteria.   
They will learn to complete a forward roll and land 
on their feet whilst working in a controlled way.  
They will work with a partner to create, repeat and 
improve a sequence with at least three phases 
that includes changing speed and direction as well 
as a range of shapes. 
 
Greater Depth Challenges: 
Children will take the lead when working with a 
partner or group.  They will become more 
confident in using dance to communicate an idea. 
 

How can I help?  
Share any memorabilia you may own from past 
decades since the 1950s. Discuss the changes 
within your lifetime. 

How can I help?  
Exploring changing states in everyday life for 
example: the changes in state of water from gas to 
liquid to solid. What does this look like at home? 
Can they find more examples? 
 

How can I help?  
Please ensure that children bring the correct kit to 
school with them every week.   
Encourage your child to share the moves and 
routines they have been working on in school.  

 



Curriculum: Key Skills, Knowledge and Enrichment 
Art Music PSHE / Wellbeing R.E. 
Our focus is: Textiles and 
Collage 

 
Skills / knowledge to  
be developed: 
To use colour in weaving to 
express an idea. To be aware 
of the materials they are using, 
i.e. are they delicate, fragile, 
tough, durable? 
To ‘draw’ with a wider variety 
of stitches, using a needle with 
a small eye and fine thread.  
 
Greater Depth Challenges: 
The children will research and 
produce their own works 
inspired by Paul Gauguin’s 
style. The children will 
continue to develop their 
evaluative skills work 
independently to assess and 
improve their own art. 
 
Applied through: 
Art lessons 

Our focus is:   
Percussion Writer – Exploring rhythms and creating 
percussion pieces 
                                               
Skills / knowledge to be developed:  
Children will listen carefully to different percussion 
sounds, copy rhythms, and explore how music can 
reflect mood and speed. They will create their own 
percussion compositions using a variety of 
instruments and perform them to the class. 
  
Greater Depth Challenges:   
Children can lead musical ideas, decide on 
instruments and rhythms, and refine their 
compositions. 
  
Applied through:  
Charanga Musical School Scheme and the 
Percussion Writer tool, allowing children to play 
along with famous works or create their own pieces. 
 

 
 

Our focus is: Living in the Wider world 
 
Skills / knowledge to be developed:  
To explore why we have rules and laws 
in society. To learn about human rights 
and to identify the basic rights for 
children. To know that we also have 
rules and responsibilities. 
To know that knowing someone online 
differs from knowing someone in 
person, and what to do if they are 
worried about any contact online.   
 
Greater Depth  

Challenges:  

To know that with every right comes a 

responsibility and to be able to 

understand this in relation to real life 

situations.  

 

Applied through: 
Discussion / Circle time / debate  
 

 

Our focus is: Who is Jewish and what do 
they believe? 

 
This unit will pupils to think about what might 
be found in a Jewish home and how these 
objects link to the Jewish way of life. They will 
build on their prior learning of the Mezuzah, 
the belief in one God, Shabbat and 
Chanukah.  
 
Skills / knowledge to be developed:  
We will talk about how the Mezuzah in the 
home reminds Jewish people about God and 
about how Shabbat is a special day of the 
week for Jewish people. We will learn some 
examples of what they might do to celebrate 
Shabbat. We will re-tell a story that shows 
what Jewish people at the festival of 
Chanukah might think about God, suggesting 
what it means. 
 
Greater Depth Challenges: Ask some 
questions about believing in God and offer 
some ideas of their own 
 
Applied through: Discussion and debate. 
 

How can I help?  
Encourage your child to share 
the different stitching 
techniques at home.  

How can I help?  
Encourage your child to listen carefully to different 
rhythms and percussion sounds in music. Ask them 
to identify instruments and the types of sounds they 
hear. 
They can practise copying simple rhythms 
clapping, tapping, or using household items as 
percussion instruments. 

How can I help?  
Continue to encourage your child to 
discuss their emotions, and to 
encourage them to talk about their 
rights.  
 
 
 
 
 

How can I help?  
Discuss how you and your family celebrate 
special events. Talk about stories that they 
know from the Bible and make links with the 
new stories that they are learning.  



Curriculum: Key Skills, Knowledge and Enrichment 

Computing MFL - French 
Our focus is: Micro:bits LED 
animation 
 
Skills / knowledge to be developed:  
The children will use a Micro:bit, which 
are simple plug-in computers. They will 
practise their coding skills to program 
the Micro:bit  to plan, design and run a 
led animation for another child in the 
class.  
Greater Depth Challenges: Children 
will predict, test and refine their 
programming. 
 
Applied through: The children will 
apply their knowledge to creating their 
own animation.   
 

How can I help?  
To encourage your child to discuss their 
ideas for their animation. 
 
Please read the monthly Online Safety 
newsletter and check the age 
restrictions for Social Media Apps 

 

Our focus is: La Jolie Ronde – Body parts 
and naming animals. 
 
Skills / knowledge to be developed: 
Children continue to develop their French 
vocabulary. They will learn the names for 
our different body parts, and well as being 
able to name different zoo animals.  
 
Greater Depth Challenges: Children will 
model pronunciation and lead small group 
activities. 
 
Applied through: Speaking and listening, 
songs and games 
 

Encourage your child to 
share the new vocabulary 
at home, including any 
songs they will have learnt 
as part of their lessons.  
 

 

Homework Any Other Information / Dates for the Diary 
Ongoing Homework 
 

• Phonics: Little Wandle letter formation sheets 

• Times tables: Practise counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s with your child. 

• Reading: Look at your child’s school reading book with them or read a 
book to them. What can they tell you has happened in the story? Can 
they use the pictures to help them?  
 

 
 

 
 

We encourage you to follow our school X account 
@GS_Federation. 
We regularly post updates and photographs of what your children 
are learning in class alongside other important school information, 

reminders and updates.  
 

5th January – Training Day 
6th January - Back to School 
15th January – Swimming starts for Y3/4 
27th January – Dance Festival 
10th February – Visit to Victoria School 
13th February - School closes for half term 
 
 

Thank you, as always, for your continuous help and support. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us or make an appointment at the office 
to arrange a meeting or to request a phone call. 
 
Miss C Thompson 

 


